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After finishing up a shift at the CCC, one of our wonderful volunteers noticed a young
woman waiting at a nearby bus stop. She stood out because she did not have a jacket,
boots or gloves and was covered only with a thin blue blanket for warmth, but the
blanket was clearly no match for the bitter Northeast Wisconsin winter weather.
Although it was very late in the day we brought her into the CCC to find out how we
could help. When she walked in, we noticed she was wearing sandals with no socks,
flimsy summer pants and a threadbare shirt and the blanket. We asked her if she was in
need of warm winter clothing. Through broken English she graciously accepted. We
were very happy to help, but our collective hearts sank a bit when the woman removed
the blue blanket to reveal a baby swaddled on her back! Although her daughter was
warm and happy, we knew that she desperately needed help.
With no access to a car, Queenie ventured out in the freezing cold to take the bus to
secure needed food from our neighbors at the food pantry. Queenie didn’t know that
there was a place where she could receive clothing assistance for both herself and her
young child. She was ecstatic and the proof was in her grateful smile. Through your
contributions, we provided Queenie and her daughter with a full set of winter clothes,
footwear and more.

Ann Vanevenhoven
Queenie and her daughter recently fled their war torn homeland in west Africa and, with
the help of a local church, resettled here in the Fox Valley about 6 months ago. She is
learning English, receiving employment services and building a support network all the
while trying to navigate a new culture and severe weather conditions! She is building a
better life for herself and for her daughter and because of you we're here to help.
Executive Director
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Star Light, Star Bright,
First Star I See Tonight…
It was a whimsical day at the CCC’s PajamaRama event this year! 162 children ages 2-12 received
a new pair of pajamas, stuffed animal, blanket and two new books – all thanks to our partners,
volunteers and donors like you!
St. Joseph’s Food Program, Tri-County Dental, Menasha Public Library and
UWGB Dietary Interns set up learning stations and visited with each child
about healthy snacks, the importance of good oral hygiene and the value of
reading before bedtime. Then the kids were off to shop for their very own, new pajamas! It was a
day filled with excitement and smiles from the children and many thanks from their parents!

The Community Clothes Closet needs your Vintage Clothing! It’s time to clean out and donate grandma’s
50’s era dresses, mom and dad’s 60’s era jackets and shirts or your 70’s & 80’s era tops and jeans.

We are collecting vintage dresses, old concert tees, skirts, pants, blouses, men’s leisure suits, coats,
jewelry, tuxedos and sunglasses for the purpose of resale at our upcoming Vintage Clothing Pop Up Shops
throughout this year. We seek items in excellent condition, vivid colors and attractive detailing so clean out those
closets, attics and basements! 100% of proceeds will benefit the CCC’s mission; it’s a great way to serve those in need,
breathe new life into recycled clothing and reduce landfill waste.
Like our Facebook page for more information. #CCCPopUpShop

Who is a typical client?

According to United Way’s research, 42% of Wisconsin households
struggle to afford basic necessities. Your support of the Community
Clothes Closet helps ALICE households by providing free clothing and
allowing our clients to save their money for other essential items.
But who is ALICE?
ALICE: Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed

There is no typical client!

United Way of Wisconsin released its first statewide ALICE Report in
September 2016. This data driven report showed that nearly 670,922
men and women in Wisconsin are working, considered above poverty
and still worry about how they will provide basic necessities for their
family. It could be your neighbor, your co-worker or your child care
provider.
To learn more about ALICE, visit UnitedWayALICE.org/Wisconsin
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“I Quit!”
Shawn B. graduated from FVTC with a degree in Information Technology. Admittedly,
school wasn’t his cup of tea but he persisted and pursued his degree knowing it would
lead to opportunities to improve his circumstances. “I finally graduated and I actually
have an interview!” Shawn excitedly told our staff. “Can you help me with a suit?” We
took Shawn into the New Start Boutique to help him find an interview outfit and help
him prep for his upcoming interview. Shawn looked good and he felt good. So good in
fact he wore his suit home.
A few weeks later we heard from Shawn. He got the job! He told us his new job was going
great and that he really enjoys working with his team of co-workers and customers. He thanked us for helping
him and then with an ear to ear grin he proudly proclaimed, “I quit.” We knew what he meant; he no longer needed
our services. He asked us to cancel his "membership" and provide the services to “other people who really need
it”. Good luck Shawn! We’re so glad you found success and we are humbled that we could be just a small part of it.

It all starts with your desire to help.
Your donations made
this possible!
Thanks to a very generous, anonymous donor
fund within the Community Foundation for the
Fox Valley Region, Inc, all gifts received up to
$7,500.00 will be doubled! Make your tax
deductible gift today!

Amber came to us needing a
winter coat and other basic
items of clothing. We were
able to help her because of
you. Thank you for
supporting our mission and
women like Amber!
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1465-B Opportunity Way
Menasha, WI 54952

● Cool for School clothing: new children’s clothing,
athletic pants, t-shirts, socks, underwear, gym shoes
and sports bras for ages 4 - 18
● All men’s clothing especially jeans and black pants
● Extended size women’s and men’s clothing
● Towels
● Tax deductible contributions

Clothing Donation Hours:
Monday - Friday: 9:00am - 1:00pm
Monday: 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Visit our Facebook page to learn

“It feels good knowing we are
helping others plus they give us good
treats!” ~ Carol
“I had a great time for my first shift.
We helped a lot of people today, I
had no idea of all the extra things
you do.” ~ LuAnn

more and donate online:
/communityclothescloset
Our location:
1465B Opportunity Way
Menasha, WI 54952

Would you like to give back to our community?
Do you have a few hours a week to give?
To learn more about volunteer opportunities at the CCC, contact us at 731-7834 or
apply online at www.communityclothescloset.org/volunteers/
We need you!
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