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Hello from a very busy Community Clothes Closet,

As the temperatures (slowly) begin to warm up, our clients are ready to shed

their heavy winter clothing and are visiting in numbers we haven't seen since

the start of the pandemic. In March and early April, we have provided nearly ®
40,000 items to 1,920 individuals — much above our numbers in the past two

years.

A KIND GESTURE

With this increased activity, your investment is even more important. We are

on pace o have a record year and are so grateful for every donation and
volunteer hour — we wouldn't be here without you! In this newsletter, we highlight
the many different ways businesses and individuals share their time and talent
to keep the mission going. From a new coat of paint by volunteers to funding a
major building need — this community pulls together to keep our mission strong.
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| am particularly proud of the collaborative programs featured in this

edition. New partnerships with Harbor House, Oshkosh Area School District,
and Winnebago and Outagamie Counties make services to those in need
more impactful and easier to access. This kind of success makes us all more
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Lisa Jones - Executive Director

Chippin’ In Fore A Cause Registraion Deadline is July 1¢'l
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MEET OUR BOARD
CO-PRESIDENT
JdOE ROEHL

BUSINESS PARTNERS GIVE BIG

Nicolet

NATIONAL BANK

A new coat of paint can brighten up any room — or our Shopping Floor!
A team of volunteers from Nicolet National Bank rolled up their sleeves
and helped make our space look amazing. Chad Hackbarth is a
member of our Board of Directors and is pictured here on the right.
Thank you, Chad, for bringing your co-workers in for a jolo well done.

THANK YOU FeSTIVAL FOODS

Festival Foods recently donated 40 gently used shopping carts for client
use on the Shopping Floor. It is wonderful to have carts that are all the
same model and nest fogether correctly. Clients are very happy to have
functional carts that work smoothly and there are several days each
month that all of the carts are in use at the same time.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
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This spring, the Closet reached out to
28 area high schools to provide girls

in need with a new prom dress. In our
second year of

hosting Operation

Cinderella, 77
There is nothing like a cozy, colorful tie blanket to keep toes warm on
a spring day. These blankets were graciously made for our clients by the
United Way Fox Cities LINC (Lead. Impact. Network. Change.) group.
prom dress free of LINC engages individuals age 30 and under in meaningful opportunities
charge. to better our community. Thank you for your dynamic leadership in
our community, LINC!

young women
received their
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TRAVELING CLOSET

HARBOR HOUSE PARTNERSHIP I_l O r b O r
Harbor House Domestic Abuse

Programs in Appleton exists to

break the stigma of abuse, offer H O u S e
refuge to survivors and create

pathways to empowerment. The

shelter determined that their residents, mostly female, were not being
adequately served by their limited in-house clothing closet and that the
space was needed for other client services. After donating their
remaining inventory to Community Clothes Closet, all residents are now
invited to shop at our facility.

Executive Director Amber Schroeder shared the following about this new
collaboration: *Harbor House is excited to grow our agency partnership
in an effort to provide comprehensive, 360-degree care to victims of
domestic violence. By connecting our clients to Community Clothes
Closet, we know they will have access to meet one of their most

basic needs—clothing—to help provide both in-the-moment care and
long-lasting stability.”

GRANDPARENTS RAISING GRANDCHILDREN

Community Clothes

Closet is reaching out to
grandparents who have
tfaken on the responsibility of
raising their grandchildren,
either temporarily or on a
permanent basis. This growing
demographic is being
confacted through
partnerships with both
Outagamie and Winnebago
County Department of Health
and Human Services. Having free clothing and bedding available

to these multi-generational families helps them stretch limited

budgets — and gefts children the clothing they need throughout the year.

IT IS TIME FOR A NEW ROOF

After 26 years, the original roof on our building is failing — we have leaks
and water damage that need to be addressed. The roof also covers
St. Joseph’s Food Program, our neighbor, so we are tackling the project
together. The cost will exceed $250,000 and the teams are contacting
local philanthropic businesses and individuals for support. It is our hope
fo secure funding this summer and have work start in the Fall. If you
know someone that might be interested in helping to offset this cost,
we would love to hear from you.
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